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BMW Team RLL – Baltimore ALMS Preview 

 

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – August 29, 2012… With only three races left in the 2012 

American Le Mans Series season, a third-consecutive GT class championship remains the 

goal of BMW Team RLL. This weekend, the venue is the Baltimore Sports Car Challenge, 

a two-hour race through the city streets that surround Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. In 

comparison with many of the other tracks the series sees, Baltimore’s temporary two-mile, 

12-turn circuit is analogous to a wrestling steel cage match. Concrete walls on both sides 

mean there is only one way out — forward to the checkered flag. There will be many 

competitors, but as the last year has demonstrated, only one real opponent — Corvette.  

 

Last season, the inaugural ALMS race at Baltimore ended in disappointment for BMW 

Team RLL, as the No. 55 M3 GT was punted from the lead by an overzealous pass attempt 

by one of the Corvettes with only 22 minutes remaining in the race. Bill Auberlen (and co-

driver Dirk Werner) ultimately finished fifth. Joey Hand and Dirk Müller finished second 

in the No. 56 M3 GT and BMW Team RLL would continue on to clinch a second-

consecutive GT class Manufacturer and Team title, adding the Driver’s championship for 

Hand and Müller. 

 

This year, the rivalry escalated with the most recent episode at Road America, when the 

Corvette of Oliver Gavin knocked the No. 56 M3 GT of Dirk Müller from second place and 

into the fence with only two laps remaining in the race. Auberlen and co-driver Jörg Müller 

would win the race to keep BMW second in Manufacturer points — only 10 points back of 

Chevrolet. 

 

With wins at Sebring and Road America and an additional four podium finishes in the first 

seven races of the season, BMW stands second in the GT Class Manufacturer points and 

BMW Team RLL is second in Team points. Dirk Müller stands third in Driver points. Joey 

Hand stands fourth after missing the race at Road America due to a conflict with his DTM 

schedule. Bill Auberlen and Jörg Müller are fifth.  
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“We qualified first and third in Baltimore last year and ran at the front all day but, once 

again, one of the Corvettes took us out of the position to win while we were leading,” said 

Bobby Rahal, Team Principal. “Clearly our cars ran well there and I think there is every 

reason to believe we will be strong in Baltimore again. Coming off of a win gives you a 

little bit of a boost. This championship isn’t over yet, that’s for sure. We just have to keep 

focused and do what we need to do.” 

 

Commenting on the most recent race he continued, “Road America is a place we have  

had a lot of success in the past but clearly this year we haven’t been as competitive, for 

various reasons, as we have in previous seasons, so we were frankly a little concerned 

about it given all of the long straights. But the one thing about Elkhart Lake is that it has a 

lot of fast corners and a good-handling car is very critical, and I think our car excels on the 

types of corners that Elkhart has. In the end, we took advantage of the yellow and had  

good strategy and Bill and Jörg drove a great race. They got themselves in a position to win 

the race and they stayed there. They were fast when they needed to be and ended up 

winning. Obviously the No. 56 car was not as fortunate as they were running second and 

were hit by both Corvettes, the last hit being the one that stuck us in the gravel trap for the 

rest of the race. It was a very disappointing finish for that car. In the end, it was great to 

have a car win the race and, with the Corvettes finishing where they did, it closed the 

championship up.”    

             

Bill Auberlen, driver No. 55 M3 GT — “The No. 55 M3 GT has been showing strength 

in the second half of the season. In the last four races, Jörg and I have two poles, a third-

place finish at Mid-Ohio and a win at Road America. Now it’s time to put our stamp on 

Baltimore.” 

 

Jörg Müller, driver No. 55 M3 GT — “I don’t think I could locate Baltimore on a map, 

but I do know that it is a street circuit. I’ve had success at many, including Macau and 

Monaco, and hope I can add Baltimore to the list.” 

 

Joey Hand, driver No. 56 M3 GT — “Baltimore is a great street race venue — second 

only to Long Beach. The track is tight but it’s a street track and I love street tracks of any 
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sort. They did a really great job last year in only the first year of the event. Everything is 

close. I loved the fact that we could walk from our Holiday Inn through the Orioles stadium 

and into our paddock. Also we had the largest BMW CCA turn out I've ever seen at a race. 

The support from those BMW folks was great.” 

 

Dirk Müller, driver No. 56 M3 GT — “Baltimore was the best venue of the season last 

year. I like street tracks a lot and especially this one. Joey and I were on the second step of 

the podium last year. This year we’d like to move up to the top step.” 

 

The Baltimore Sports Car Challenge will take the green flag at 4:30 p.m. ET on Saturday, 

September 1. Live streaming coverage will begin at 4:15 p.m. ET on ESPN3.com. ABC 

television will broadcast the race at 12:00 p.m. ET on Sunday, September 2. 

 

The Series’ website offers additional content such as live in-car cameras, and timing and 

scoring for all users around the world. Viewers outside the U.S. can watch all ALMS races 

live on ALMS.com.  

 

About BMW Team RLL: 

 

BMW Group in America 

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003. The BMW Group 

in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service 

organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI 

brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design 

consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other 

operations throughout the country. BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is 

part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing 

plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes. The 

BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW 

passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle retailers, 

114 MINI passenger car dealers, and 32 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers. BMW (US) 
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Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in 

Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.  

 

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing 

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned 

by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, Mi-Jack 

co-owner Mike Lanigan and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been 

competing for nearly two decades, compiling 22 victories, 31 poles and two series 

championships (1992, 2010) as well as claiming an Indianapolis 500 victory (Buddy Rice 

in 2004). In 2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 

in the American Le Mans Series. In 2010 the team won both the Manufacturer and Team 

Championships in the GT category. In 2011 the team swept all three GT titles - 

Manufacturer, Team and Driver. 

 

 

#      #      # 

 


